Preacn'd in the 


C HAPE L at Lincolis-[, ml, 
 Publiſh'd at the R K N. 
The Worſhipful the MA ST ERS 


B EN 


WILLIAM, LUPTON, DD. 


AND 


OF 


O F THE 


B V 


” * 
FTE, 


LONDON: 


Printed 17 8. KERLE near Serjeants- Inn in Chans 
cery-lane,' J. CRoKarT at the Golden- Key, and 


"Tho, WoRRALL at the Juage 5- Head in Fey 


fre $72 * 


| . 


NS, 


” 
Th 
«3 
LING 


l 
6 


— 
1 2 


* 


. 
Fs - 
IT" + 
K. "x 
x * 


2 
Noe. 


1 
01 
: - [ 

* 


— 


1 9 f 


LS 


3 bb 


* 0 * 


n 


— 
*. 


n 


1 
8 - 4 
R - = 
ů— mu — «c eee eee oe 


9 
Y 


+> 


'4 


% 


4 


* 
1 

1 
* MA 
\ =o? 
= [1 


- 
KDE 


— RS _- 


” 


. 
— 
- 
* 
" 
* 
f 
* 
. 
* 
- 
* ' 
FP” 
* 
= ® 
* * * - — 
* 
2 4 
a * 
* 
. 
- 
er 


. 
* 
T # - * 
> — . 
o 
: =. 
* c 
* 
” 
- , 


* 3 : 4 
12 — — — — — WF” ' > 2 j 
tt ARR — Std — — 2 


rod XX. . 
| hou ſhalt not Kill. 5 ) 


= HOSE Natrol linpreff ons 
and Obligations of Moral 
Duty, which immediately 
relate to the Preſervation * 
if Humane Life, axe, in ſo Peculiar 
a manner, Strong Guards upon it, 
that ſurely it muſt be a very Power- 
ful Temptation, which is able to 
break through Them. Other Sins do 
more eaſily Prevail over us, becaule 
they are Agreable and Pleaſing to 
our Corrupt Inclinations and Dilpoſi 

tions; But, Corrupted as our Nature 
is, there! is ſomething ſtill ſo ſhock- 
ing to us in the Sin of Murther, that 
| A _- mn 


- {2 as 


a Man muſt undergo as SR Strug- 


gle_and_ Self. lying 
with This kind of | Tenge, {as 
ha uſually feels in Reſiſting Orhers. 
The Utmoſt Violence mult he offer d 


to his own Di/po/ttron, before he can 


prevail with himſelf to offer Violence 
to his Own, or to his. 1 ejghbour's 
Life. The is ous ts of this 


Ghaſtly\ Sin Au stille and Diltrat 


and Dittert the Soul; which Recoils 


and flies back ſtom them iwith Con- 


fuſion and Deteſtation. And, leſt 


any thing ſhould be yandioges which 
onds of 


could render theſe Strong 
Duty ſtill more Inviolable, God hath 
3 pleaſed to Confirm and Inforce 
the Voice of Nate, by this Kvpees 
Revealed Law, 

Thon ſbalt not bill; In Sltouting 


7 of which it will be neceſſary; oy 


I. 2% Auſt the Latitude or Exon 


575 o the Commandment, and 


II. 70 repreſent the Guilt, au 8 
ger, which M en incur 15 the Iran 


WER 101 of it, 
1h 


ee Gs: was” lk: i 


1. ; 11 

1 75 will Be neceſſary 7 Alu 7 the 
Latitude or 'Exzem' of ibe Precept. 
For, as there are ſome Inſtances' of 
Murtlier, which are not U niverſally 
Allowed to be Such, and which are 
wont to be Pulliatec under various 
pretences, and Falſe Colours of Vin- 
dication; ſo; on the other Hand, 
there are ſore Caſes,” wherein one 
Man may Violentiy take away ano- 
i Man 8 a without "ay 5 


Text. 

Tux 8 of Joing Thi, in 
the Caſe of Self. Preſervation, is fo 
Certain and Obvious, that it can 
ſcarce admit of any Miſtake, ſo long 
as this Neceſſary ee is obſerved, 
That a Man ſhould not preſently in- 
vade his Neighbour's Life, upon eve- 
ry Little HApicion or Appearance. of 
Danger to himſelf, though he may 
Innocently do it, when the Danger 
is Manifeſt, and when he muſt, Un- 
avoidably, either Give or Receive the 
Fatal Stroke. 


Tux 


. 6 13 £ 
Tux Lawfulneſs of War likewiſe, 
upon ſome Occaſions, and under cer- 
tain Reſtrictions and Regulations, is 
: plainly Warranted by the, Authority 
| of Holy * Scripture, as well as by the 
Nature and Reaſons of Things, and 
the Situation and Circumſtances of 
Humane Affairs; wherein it frequently 
becomes Impoſſible: for a state or 
Kingdom, to ſupport and maintain 
its Juſt Rights, or even ſometimes to 
Preſerve it ſelf, or its Allies, from 
uiter Ruin, by any other means than 
Haoſtiluy. 
| AND equally nerdlel muſt it be to 
F prare, that U ee are inveſted 


n 


— 


| '* The Texts are Numerous. See at 
| Die. xx. and compare 1 Sam. xv. 2, 3, 13, 18. 
j And what is thus plainly Approv'd ow Directed 
in the Old Teſtament, is perfectly Agreable to 
the Goſpel. Texts noted, to this Purpoſe, by 
St. Auſtin, and afterwards by Scholaſtic Writers, 
and ſince Them, by the Learned Biſhop Andrews 
and other Judicious Engliſh Authors, are Mat. 
viii. 10. Luke iii. 14. Mat. xxii. 21. 
+ Exod. xxi. 23. xxii. 18. Deut. xix. 21. XXii. / 

24. Acts xxv. 10, 11. Rom. xiii. 4. 


with 


10 J. 


with a Juſt Authority to inflict Capi- 
tal Puniſhments upon Offenders, un- 
leſs any Man could be ſuppoſed igno- 
rant enough to want a Proof, that 
Magiſtrates are the Repreſentatives 
and Vicegerents of God, in the So- 
cieties of Men; or, that it is Juſt, to 
cut off the Corrupted Members of the - 
Body Polizick, as well as Natural, for 
the a and Benefit of the 
Whole. 

ABUNDANTLY clear is the Inno- 
cence of That Perſon alſo, who, 
through Pure Ignorance, or Unfore- 
ſeen and Unavoidable Accident, de- 
prives another of his Life. For an 
Action which has no Foundation in 
the Will and Intention of the Agent, 
is not properly a Moral Action, and 
cannot conſequently be Criminal. 
And therefore under the Moſaical 
Diſpenſation, a Sanctuary was, by Di- 


vine e Appointment Bs provided for e eve- 


1 4. 


* 


* Exod. xxi. 13. Deut. xix. 2, 10. Numb. 
xxxv. 10. 
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ry one who was ſo Innoceritly Um 


fortunate, as to kill his Neighbont 
Ienoramily d at unauares, leſt the 


Avenger of Bload ſhould purſue and 


ſlay him, before his Innocence could 
be ſufficiently clear'd up. 
IxpEEHD the Juſtification of Ara. 
| Wer in Deſigning and Attempting to 
Sacrifice his Son, does not fall Directly 
under any of theſe Reaſons or Obſer- 
vations, but Depends upon Circum- 
ſtances which: were Peculiar to his own 
| Perſon; and ſuch as never were, nor 
ever can be drawn out into a Precs 
dent, or with any Colour of Reaſon, 
be aſſigned as a Vindication of any 
Private Perſon, who ſhould make an 


Attempt upon his Neighbour's Life: 


This Friend and Favourite of God, 
who had ſo frequent and fates 


Communications with Him, could not 
Poſſibly be Miftaken in his Call to 


This Extraordinary Enterpriſe ; but 


was Undoubtedly and Infallibly Con- 


vinced, by Clear Revelation made to 


him, tat God did Directly and Imme- 
3 diately 


0 o - 5 
0 = 
- 
wv: 9 


Full and Remarkable as they are in 
Teſtifying, that his Readineſs to per- 


form this Sacrifice was a moſt Excel- 
lent and Acceptable Inſtance of his 


Faith, and Obedience to God, 
Bur whatſoever Private Perſon, 
without Supernatural Manifeſt Reve- 


"WH. 

dately Require him to“ Offer Ilaac for 
4 Burn Offering; Otherwiſe, the Ho- 
5 F Scriptures would never have been 
0 


lation, (and ſuch Extraordinary Revela- 


tions, tis univerſally agreed, are now 
long ſince ceaſed) and not Ignorantly 
or Accidentally, but Knowmgly and 
Deſignedly, and that without any Me- 
ceſſity ariſing from the Imminent, and, 


otherwiſe, Unavoidable Danger of his 
own Deſtruction, does take away or 


invade his Neighbour's Life, is charge- 


able with the Guilt of the Sin forbid- 


den in the Text. And this Imputa- 


tion of Murther falls properly upon 


Them who ſo deprive their Neigh- 


— 


Gen. xxii. 2. f Gen. xxii. 12, 16, 17, 18. 


Heb. 11. 17, 18, 19. Jam. ii. 21, 22, 23. 
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bour of his Life either by Open Al 
ſault and Violence, or by Stratagem 
and Secret Contrivance ; either by 


ſhedding his Blood Themſelves, or 
by-Engaging' other Hands to be Im- 
brued in it; either by Acting as Prin- 


cipals or Acceſſaries; either by Com- 
mand or by Perſuaſion; either by 
Threatning or Encouragement; ei- 
ther by Direct Concert and Conſul- 


tation, or by Suggeſtions and Inſinu- 
_ ations; either by bearing Falſe Wit- 
neſs againſt him, in their own Per- 
ſons, or by their Subornation of O- 


thers; or, Finally, by any Inſtru- 
ments, or Means, or Methods what- 


ſoever, which are not allowed by Di- 


vine Authority. For All Such do e- 
vidently fall under the Prohibition 
now) before us. And hence it will 


follow in the 


.- SECOND Place, that every Perſon, 


who knowingly and wilfully. ro; 


his own Life, is guilty of Murther. 


For he hath no Colour of Allowance 
from Divine Authority, to become 


the 


Eu 


the Author or Cauſe of his /\owin Hy 


Death. We are not, ſtrictly ſpeak- 
ing, the Proprietors of our own Lives, 
and Therefore may not Diſpoſe of 
them, -ourſelves, at Pleaſure. | God 
only, who Gave them, hath a Right 
to take them away again; and by 


Conſequence, every Man, wher offers 


Violence to his own Life, does ma- 
nifeſtly Invade the Prerogative, and 
BR the eee an Xeathbaep of 
God. { 210} 


Thirdly, Duels are. Direct Viola 
ons of the Commandment. And the 


Truth of this Propoſition is grounded 


upon the Principle already laid down. 
For Duels are undoubredly to be rand 
in the Number of thoſe Violent At- 
zempis upon Humane Life, uch are 


not Allowed by Divine Authoruy; And, 
Therefore, ths Guilt of Murther is 
Chargeable upon the Perſons engagin : 


in them. The Liberty allowed to 


Private Man of deſtroying his Nig 


bour's Life, without the Sanction of 
Pubic Authority, i is confined, both by 


B 2 the 


n. — 
9 


= r * 


i [12] 
the Natural and Revealed Law, purely 
and ſolely, to the Caſe of Self-Pre- 
ſervation. But the Plea of Self-Pre- 
ſervation is utterly Foreign to the 
Condition and Circumſtances of Him, 


ho Formally Gives or Accepts a Chal- 


lenge. And he adds to the Sin of 
making an Unneceſſary Attempt upon 
his Ve:zgþhour's Life, by throwing him- 


| ſelf unneceſſarily into the utmoſt Dan- 
ger of loſing his own, Nor is it any 


Juſt Plea, or Vi-dication of Men who 
thus Expoſe their Lives, That their 
Attempt upon each other is founded 
upon their Mutual Conſent and Per- 
miſſion, and that neither of them 


takes any other Liberty with his Ad- 
verſary, than what his Adverſary free- 


ly gives: And the Reaſon, why no 
Juſt Vindication of them can be drawn 


from ſuch Notions as theſe, how plau- 
fible ſoever they may ſeem, is This, 
That fince God i the Sole Proprietor 
of every Man's Life, and no Man is 
the Abſolute Lord of himſelf, or, has 
any Right to diſpoſe of his own Life, 


and 


and to determine the Duration of it 
Himſelf; Therefore no Man can Law- 
fully Transfer the Diſpoſal of it to 
A 
Fourthly, The Commandment ex- 
tends it ſelf in the True Hpiritual Pur- 
poſe of it, and according to the Ap- 
plication and Interpretation given of 
it by our Saviour and his Apoſtles, 
not only to our Aclions, but to our 
Words, and to the Secret Iutentions 
and Affectious of our Hearts. For 
our Bleſſed Lord expreſſly applies it 
to the Several Degrees, and Various 
Effects of Cauſeleſs Anger, breaking 
forth in Contumelious and Reproach-. 
ful Language; and in St. Johns Ac- 


count, Hatred is Murther, and incon- 


ſiſtent with the Hopes of Heaven. 
Whoſoever hateth his Brother is a Mur- 
therer; and ye know, that no Mur. 
therer hath Eternal Life abiding in 


him . 


: F . * 0 * - 
* 1 — 1 — — 
wi 4 
» o * * k 
þ : , . 


1 John iii. 15. 


From 


— 


2 " Ms H, 
. * en : 9 : 2 * 
| — — 25 * , Wenn“ TY 
1 3 33 — 7 
9 2 . *1 
— Q wr. 
L 
» 
i 
1 w 
> AD ; 
£2 - 
Y 
- p . 
1 
— - 
: 


* 
ab 1 
_ ———— x — — 
——ů—— 


—— 


T* 4] ; 


From Se View of the Latitude or 5 


| Rain of the Commandment, 1 Prot 


ceed 


II. 7o repreſent he Guilt aud Das- 
ger which Mer incur by. the * 
70 of it. 

AND if Jos Abe of his Tranſ- | 
greſſion ſhould: be taken either from 


the Indignity, thereby offer'd unto 
Cod, or, from the Injury done to 
Man, or, from the Puniſhments ex- 


preſſiy Denounced againſt it, or, from 
the Anguiſh' and Horror 2 the Bode- 
angs which tis apt to leave upon the 
Mind, we ſhould find Abundant Rea- 
fon to aſſign it a Place amongſt the 
Loudeſt of Crying Sins. The Firſt 
Inſtance 'of Murther in the World 


_ was followed cloſe by Perplexity, Op- 


preſſion of Spirit, and the intolerable 
-Gnawings of Deſpair it ſelf. My 
Puniſhment (ſaid the Abandon'd Fu- 
gitive) is greater than [ can bear; or 
rather, Miuę Iniguity is greater thay 
that it can be forgiben. And it fol- 
lows, every one that findeth me ſhall 


lay 


* 


1 
ſlay me: Twas a Diſmal, but Natu- 
ral Apprehenſion, which his Guilt 
ſuggeſted to his Thoughts, That the 
whole Creation mult ſurely be alarm'd: 
upon ſuch an Occaſion, and ſtand 
Ready to Execute Vengeance on him. 
And that Weight of Confuſion, 
which Natural Conſcience fcarce ever . 
fails of laying upon ſuch Sinners, 
mult needs be vaſtly increaſed by the 
Severe Expreſſions of God's Indigna- 
tion againſt them. The Lord Abhors 
the Blood thirty. Atonements and 
Means of Satisfaction, were in ſeveral 
Other Inſtances, provided by Divine 
Inſtitution for the Sins of the People, 


and that ſometimes when they were 


Heinous and highly Provoking. But 

God hath expreſlly forbid the ſnewing 
any Mercy or Compaſſion to a Mar- 
 therer, and the taking any Satisfaction 
for His Life. If any Man hate his 
Neighbour, and lie in Wan for him, 


— Be 


** Deut. xix. 11. 


and riſe againſt him, and ſmus“ 

hin Mortally that he Die——the EI. 

ders ſhall deliver him into the Hand 
of the Avenger of Blood that he may 
die Thime Eye ſhall not Pity him. 
* Moreover, ye ſhall take no Satts- 
faction for the Life of a Murtherer, 
but he ſhall be ſurely put to Death. 
Not the Cities of Refuge, not the 
Holy Altar of God, (a Sanctuary of 
all others the moſt Sacred and Invi- 
olable) was Privileged to exempt from 
Puniſhment Such an Unpardonable 
Offender: a Man come preſum- 
ptuouſly upon his Neighbour, to [lay 
him with Guile, thou ſhalt take him 
from mime Altar that he may die f. 
And when the Irreverſible Sentence 
of Death is pronounced upon him, 


this Remarkable Reaſon of it is ſub- 


joyned, For in the Image of God made 
he Man +. Contempt of God is the 
Great Aggravation of Sin; and Mur- 


* 


* Numb. xxxv. 31. 4 Exod. xxi. 14. 
Gen. ix. 6. 0 


therers 


E 
therers carry up this Aggravation to 
a Height Peculiar to themſelves. Not 
Satisfied with trampling upon his Laws, 
or aſſuming his Dominion, they offer, 
as much as in them lies, an Outrage 
to his very Being, by Defacing and 
Deſtroying the Only Image of Him- 
ſelf which he hath Impreſſed upon 
the Viſible World. And there are 
Peculiarities of Aggravation in the In- 

jury done to Man, as well as in the 
Indignity hereby offer'd to God. O- 
ther Injuries may be Repair'd, or ad- 
mit of ſome Compenſation; But This 
is utterly Irreparable. Other Injuries 
may rob a Man of his Eſtate, or Re- 
putation, or of ſome Particular Tem- 
poral Satisfactions and Advantages ; 
But This is the Summary of Miſchief, 
and Deprives him, once for all, of 
Every Temporal Benefit and Satis- 
faction whatſoever. And who can 
tell, but that This Injury may prove 
Fatal to the Sufferer's Soul, as well as 
his Body, and at once involve him in 
the Firſt and Second Death, by de- 


priving 


priving him of that Space 10 Repem, 
which may be Neceſſa 
the Injury ſhould not follow the Suf- 
. upon him under a State of 
Euverlaſting Deſtruction, yet muſt the 


View of that Eternal State, into 


of being thrown Haſtily and Head- 


118) 
ry, and might 
have been Sufficient to the Accom- 
pliſhment of his Salvation? Or, if 
ferer into a Future State, if it ſhould 
Impenitence, or preſs him down into 
Weight of it, even in Relation to his 
which he is paſſing, fall heavily upon 
MW who can bear che Though 


long into the other World, inſtead of 
moving thither through the Com 


mon Courſe *of Nature and Provi- 


rous of going down to the Grave in 
Peace and Quiet? The Wiſe Virgins 


I 
c 
dence? Who is not exceedingly deſi- 
/ 
| 


themſelves, though they had their 


Oy ready, found it Neceſſary, upon 


the Approach of the Bridegroom, to 
Trim their Lamps. Even the Belt 
af Men would be glad of a few Lei- 


ſure 


ET = 
» | fire Minutes at the Laſt, Deliberate- | 
ly to Review and mourn over their 
Miſcarriages and Defects; would be 


FW glad of a little Calm and Undiſfurb- 

1 ed Space of Time in- the Concluſion 
of their Lives, to Adorn their Souls, 

x and prepare them for their Immedi- 

ate Appearance before the Glorious 

and Unſpotted Preſence of God. 

f And if theſe Circumſtances be ſo 


highly Advantagious and Deſirable ; 
how Grievous and Grating muſt That 
Injury be, which Deprives Men of 
Them? „ 
SuUcH is the Guilt, and Such the 
Danger attending the Tranſgrefſion 
of the Commandment in the Text, 
in the firſt Inſtance of it, as it ſigni- 
hes Wilfull Marther, in the common 
Acceptation of it, or, the Offering 
2 Violence to Our Neighbour's 
fe. 1 1 
Secondly, Let us Conſider the Spe- 
cal Reaſons of the Guilt and Danger 
of Thoſe Perſons who Deſtroy their 
own Lives, It hath been prov'd' a- 
© 2 | bove, 


Ti i + GC — — — \ Htw# fi =4& 


20: 1] 
bove, that they are 'Tranſgreſfours 
againſt this Commandment, and it 
would Therefore be needleſs to ſhey, 

that they are involved in the Guilt, 
and conſequently obnoxious to the 
Puniſhment of Murther, in General. 
But they expoſe themſelves, in a Par- 
ticular Manner, to the Greater Con- 
demnation, by ſome Particular Senti- 
ments and Diſpoſitions, which are 
commonly the Root and Foundation 
of this Unnatural Crime. For, when 
Men deſtroy themſelves, to avoid or 
throw off preſent Sufferings, do they 
not Tacitly declare, that God ſhall 
not diſpoſe of Them, as he pleaſeth; 
that they will reſolutely break through 
that State of Things which he hath 
determined and Eſtabliſhed; that they 
will not be tied down to ſuch Cir- 
cumſtances as he hath allotted to 
them; and that they will wreſt theit 
Lives out of his Hands, and not ſuf- 
fer him to prolong or protract them 
beyond the Limits of their Own Good 

Pleaſure, And if This be the Se- 


cret 


L211 


_ Language of their Hearts, what 


can be expected, but thar God ſhould 


execute the Fierceſt of his Vengeance 


upon them? Or, if Pride and Envy 


and Ambition have ſo much Power 


over their Minds, that they will not 


bear the Thoughts of that Diſtance 
which is betwixt Themlelves, and 
thoſe who are placed in a higher 
Sphere, and they will, in the Abun- 


dance of their Arrogance and Reſent- 


ment, violently remove themſelves 


out of the World, becauſe they are 


not advanced to a more advantagious 
Situation in it, what can they reaſo- 
nably expect or imagine, but that 
they ſhould feel the Weight of Solo- 


mou's Obſervation, in the fulleſt and 


moſt Extenſive . of it; Prov. xvi. 


18. Pride goeth before Deftrudion 2 


and an haughty & prrit before a Fall? A 
Fall into Eternal as well as Temporal 
Deſtruction; a Fall by ſo much the 
Deeper and more Dreadful, as the 


Crimes which give Occaſion to it, do 


more nearly: reſemble thoſe of that 
Murtherer 


%. 


22 

Murtherer from the beginning, the 
Devil, whoſe Inſolence and Ambition 
threw him headlong out of Heaven 
1nto the Lake of Everlaſting Fire. 

Fo what Foundation can there 
be-of Hope, that God will forgive 
a Flagrant Sin, without the Sinner's 
Repentance 2 Or, how is it to be 
conceiv'd, that a Man ſhould Truly 
3 of a Sin which he dies in the 

very Commiſſion of? The Argu- 
ments which have been advanced in 
Oppoſition to this Plain Truth are 
Inſignificant and unworthy of Re- 
gard. They prove that the Authors 
of them carried the Notions of Cha- 
rity beyond all Juſt Bounds; and That 
is the Only Concluſion 99 be drawn 
from them, unleſs this Dangerous 
Conſequence ſhould be added to it, 
that their Groundleſs Expreſſions of 
Charity towards Him who dies in his 
Sin, may perhaps Encourage Others 
to n his Example. 

THERE are ſome other Sins, be- 
ſides that of offering direct Violence 


tO 


[ 23 ] 

to a Man's Life, which have uſually - 
been accounted Branches of Self- 
Murther, as Intemperance, or the 
Indulgence of any other Vice, which 
Impairs the Health, and Deſtroys the 
Life. And there are other Aggrava- 
tions of this Sin, which I forbear to 
inſiſt on, as being of Leſs Weight 
and Moment, than thoſe which 1 
have endeavour'd to Illuſtrate. And 
therefore J proceed to repreſent, 
Thirdly, The Guilt and Danger of 
engaging in Duels; which, being 
Manifeſt Inſtances of Wilful Murther, 
do therefore expoſe the Perſons en- 
gaging in them, to the Severities of 
God's Indignation denounced- againſt 
it. Thoſe who die in ſuch Engage- 
ments, go into the other World, not 
only Void of Charity (which is ab- 
ſolutely Neceſſary to their Happineſs 
There,) but glowing Hot with Wrath 
and Fury; And when theſe Qualities 
have the Laſt Poſſeſſion of their Souls, 
what Society of Spirits can That be, 
which their Souls are Qualified to be 
taken 
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taken into, and to bear a Part with, 


for ever and ever? Or, if they 
ſhould not Immediately periſh in the 


Conflict, yet is their Guilt rhe Same 
in the Sight of God, the Searcher of 


Hearts, who judges of Mens Wicked 
Attempts, not by the Succeſs or E- 
vent of them, but by the Deſigns 
and Intentions from which they pro- 
ceed. And is it worth a Man's While, 


to run into ſuch a Hazard as this, the 


Hazard of ſuffering Eternal and Un- 


 Jpeakable Miſery, for the Sake of re- 


ſenting an Affront, or of redreſſing 


an Injury, how great ſoever it may 
be? Or, is it a Rational Conduct, 
for the Sake of avoiding a Ground- 


leſs Imputation of Cowardice, for a 
Man to run all this. Hazard, and 
reſtifie his Falſe Courage, by Inſulting. 
the Lord of Heaven and Earth, and 
ſpending the laſt Efforts of his Strength 
and Life, in an Act of Defiance 
and Rebellion againſt him that gave 
them? 
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TH ts very furprizing, has + This 
Plans which was ſo far from being 
allowed, that it was never heard of 
zwonglt Perſons of High Quality 
and Good Breeding, or even the lower 
Ranks of the People, in the politeſt 
Parts of the Heathen World, or in- 
deed in any Nation, till theſe Later 
Ages, ſhould at laſt prevail, and that 
under the Glorious Light of the Gof- 
pel, which we are indiſpenſably te- 
quired to Obey. If it ſhould be 
pranyed, that Duel are the only poſ- 
ble Means of redreſſing ſome Kinds 
of Injury, (and rey the Injury can- 
not be very great which the Laws of 
Humane Society have taken no Care 
to Redreſs) it would by no means 
hence follow, that Recourſe ſhould 
be had ro them, by Thoſe who call 
themſelves Chesiant; „ and acknow- 
ledge the Divine Authority of the 
Holy Scriptures, wherein it is written, 
 Avenge not your ſelves, but rather give 
Place unto Wrath. Vengeance is mine, 
I will repay, ſaith the Lord. If the 
World hath advanced ſome miſtaken 
D - Notions 
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Notions, in a. Dire& Oppoſition t to 
God and the Goſpel, can Thoſe, who 
eſpouſe and are acted by ſuch Noti- 
ons, be properly number'd amongſt 
the Servants of Chriſt, as if the 


Ji end. 1p. of Ff the World were not in- 


decd Enmity with God, or as if the 
Holy Spirit intended nothing in pre- 


ſcribing this Rule to All Chriſtians, 


Be not Conformed to this World ! Eve- 
ry Man, who profeſſeth the Goſpel, 


is bound, in the Strongeſt Terms, to 
an laviolable Exerciſe of Patience and 


Meekneſs, and Forbearance, in Imita- 


tion of our Lord and Saviour, under 
the various Circumſtances and Occur- 
rences of Life. How then ſhould it 
be thought conſiſtent with his Profeſ- 
ſion, to run in with the Vogue, and 
be Governed by thofe Falſe Notions 
8 Honour, Which the World hath 


ſet up in a full Contradiction to the 


F undamental Rules of his Duty? And 
yet thoſe Notions (agreeably to the 


Deceitfulneſs of Sin in other Inſtances) 


do Introduce gt very Inconvenience, 
which they predend ro Remove. For 


whoſo- 
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vhoſoever docs Faithfully and Cr 


ſtantly adhere to Virtue and the Po- 
ſive Commands of God, and neg- 
lets and deſpiſeth all the Imputati- 


ons and Reflections which are le- 


vell'd againſt him on That Account, 

does give a much Stronger Evidence 
of the True Greatneſs and Generoſi- 
ty of Mind than thoſe do, who re- 
linquiſh their Duty, for the fal of 
avoiding that Uneaſineſs, which ſuch 
Reflections and Impurations bring up- 
on them. Every Man of a Great 
Mind is Forward in making Allow- 
ances for the little Infirmities and 


Heats of Paſſion, which are the Un- 


happineſs of Humane Nature, and 
are apt to riſe in Converſation, 
even ſometimes amongſt Deareſt 


Friends: Nor is he leſs forward in 


making All Lawful Satisfaction for 
any Injury he hath inadvertently of- 
fer'd to his Neighbour; but he can- 
not be compel d either to Demand or 


Grant what is unlawful to be Demanded 


or Granted, by any Means, or for the 
Sake of avoiding any Inconveniences 
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be they ever ſo Great. To fear Men 
more than God, is the moſt Diſho- 


nourable Miſapplication and Degene- 


racy of Fear. To be ſhaken and 


beaten off from Obedience by the 


Uneaſy Apprehenſions of being Cen- 


ſured for the Faithful Diſcharge of 
it; to be Laughed or Frighted out of 
Neceſſary Duty, is the Undoubted In- 
dication and Property of a Weak, 
and Little, and Baſe Spirit, which is 


not Able to Support, and therefore 


does readily give up, the moſt Excel- 
lent Ornaments and Accompliſhments, 
when any faint Attempt is made up- 


on Them. Thole therefore who en- 


gage in Duels, through fear of ſuffer- 
ing ſome little Seeming Calumnies 


and Reproaches, (for in the Judge- 


ment of the beſt and wiſeſt Men, they 
are far from being really ſuch) do at 
once forfeit All juſt Pretenſions to 
true Honour and Generoſity of Mind, 


and all Claim and Title to Eternal 


1 


Salvation. 


Fourthly and laſtly, Tis obſervable 


of thoſe Intentions and Aﬀections 
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which the Goſpel hath reduced to the 
Prohibition in the Text, that there 


is this Peculiarity in the Guilt and 
Danger attending them, That they 


are the Immediate Pollutions of the 


Soul, and do render it Obnoxious to 
the Wrath of God, though no Actual 
Violence ſhould proceed from them, 
and *tis through their Mediation, and 
purely owing to them, that any Ex- 
ternal Act of Violence becomes Mo- 
rally Evil: The very Same Action, 
which, proceeding from vicious Pur- 
poles and Affections, becomes highly 
Criminal, is perfectly Blameleſs, when 
They are not the Foundation of it; 
otherwiſe, a Man would not be pro- 


nounced Innocent; who deſtroys his 
Neighbour's Life through Ignorance, 


or his Own, in a Fit of Frenzy. 
And we ought therefore to take the 
more diligent Heed, that we keep the 
Commandment, in this Refined and 
Extenſive Senſe of it; for whilſt we 
are free from all Outward Neſtrainis, 
we eaſily ſlide into the Tranſgreſſion 
of it, Men who have not ſufficient 
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Degrees of Natural Courage, or Want 
Favourable Opportunities, Actually 
to Defile their Hands with Blood, 
may yet Sacrifice their Neighbour in 

their Secret Thoughts and Wiſhes, and 
Indulge their Imagination in the View 
of thoſe Mortal Wounds, which they 
dare not give; and Men, who are 
Afraid to handle the loſtruments of 
Death, may ſhoot out their Arrows, 
even bitter Words, and pierce the Souls 
of their Brethren with the Expreſſions 
of Cruelty, Deſpitefulneſs, and Scorn : 
But they may Juſtly alſo Fear that the 
Blood thus ſhed in Fancy and Con- 
ception only, ſhall be laid to their 
Charge, and that the Reward of the 
Falſe, or Cruel Tongue, {hall be, as 
the Iniquity it ſelf is, mighty and 
Sharp Arrows with hot Burning Coals. 
For whoſoever is angry with his Bro- 
ther without a Cauſe, ſhall be in Dan- 
ger of the Judgment; and whoſoever 
Jhall ſay 10 his Brother, Racha, ſhall 
be in 3 of the Council ; but who- 
foever ſhall Jay, thou Fual, ſhall be 
rn es: wad of Hell - Fire. And this 


demonſtrates 


JF 31 1 E 2 
demonſtrates the Excellence of the 

Goſpel of Chriſt, that as Moral Duty, 
in Every Branch of it, is therein raiſed 
to the moſt Elevated Height of Per- 

fection, ſo more eſpecially does it 
R and Promote the Exer- 
ciſe of Univerſal Charity and Bene- 
volence, by an Abſolute Prohibition 
of all Strife, and Lariance, and Cla- 
mour, and Evil- -ſpeaking, and Wrath, 
and Haired, and Envy, and Rancour, 


and Malice. For theſe are ſome of by 


thoſe Works of the Devil which every 
Diſciple of Chriſt has ſolemnly-Re- 
nounced, and whoever. indulges them, 
ae the Profeſſion, and forfeits 
the Privileges of the Goſpel. 1 
LET this then be the Uſe * Ap- 
plication of the Whole, That the 
Heinouſneſs of the Sin of Murther 
ſhould raiſe in us a Proportionable 
Abhorrence of it, and the utmoſt E- 
ſteem and Deſire of thoſe Qualities 
and Practices, which are moſt di- 
rectly and fully Oppoſed to it; That 
we ſhould ſtand ar the utmoſt Diſtance 
from the utmoſt' Danger; That we 


E | ſhould N 


| | ould: riot 1 bad as a 
Repard to the Preſervation of oH 


Neighbour's Life, but to the Conve. 

niencies and Comforts: of it ; Wh. 
inſtead of Violence and Inj ury 

| ſhould abound in Acts of Beticficames: 

That Anger ſhould be prevented by 

'Habitual Meekneſs ; Malice by Lo- 

ving-kindnels and Compaſſi ton ; Re- 

venge by Conſtant Endearments, and 

| Hatred by Complacency and Delight 

So ſhall we fully anfwer the End of 

the Commandment, and being thus 

1 Heavenly in 1 Our 'Diſpolitions. here, 

we canhtor fail of obtaining ati Th 

heritance in thoſe Manſions of Eve 

laſting Peace, and Love, and Joy, 

| * our Saviour is — to > Propate 

4 a Fler for us. 52 5 2: 
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F all. Honour and Glory, Powwtr 
| aud Dominion, - henceforth ad 
| "of ar evermore. Amen. 14 20 
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